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Le'Niyah Williams (00:01):
I feel like I have a hard time trusting people. I have a hard time feeling like I have people there that I can know are there for my best interest without any hidden agenda. Ensuring me without making me feel judged. So just knowing I have somebody in my corner always.
Savannah Parsons (00:24):
For me, I feel like it's really important to just get out there and help the community. Especially if you have the time, you have the resources. There's no reason for me not to take the time out of my day to help somebody.
Nikole D. Patson (00:38):
Ohio State students on the Marion campus sign up for independent study credit to engage in a mentoring relationship with youth in Marion.
Savannah Parsons (00:50):
And I feel like it's important to show that at least one person cares, especially if they feel like nobody really has their back.
Toy Pendleton (00:57):
A lot of them are going through things that they should never have to go through, so just having that extra support helps them and guides them through life challenges.
Nikole D. Patson (01:05):
We know that just having one trusted adult, stable adult presence in someone's life is what makes all of the difference.
Savannah Parsons (01:15):
To know that I'm also kind of going through things, I feel like it sets a tone that you're not alone in this difficult life. She
Le'Niyah Williams (01:25):
Really just gives me motivation to come to school. Before my attendance was really, really bad. It was not good. And since I started doing mentoring, my attendance hasn't been bad. I always come to school.
Toy Pendleton (01:38):
The partnership between Ohio State and marrying mentors is one of the biggest ones that I have, so it's been amazing.
Nikole D. Patson (01:44):
The youth are, they're showing up more often, their grades improve, but the mentoring relationship helps them open up. I
Le'Niyah Williams (01:53):
Feel like I've gained a friend more than anything and I feel like she's probably feels the same way.
Savannah Parsons (02:00):
I just enjoy seeing her. She's definitely a highlight of my week.
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